KIRKLAND, MICHAEL
Mr. Kirkland is a 61-year-old gentleman on hospice with admitting diagnosis of COPD. His other comorbidities include weight loss, hypertension, coronary artery disease, recurrent pneumonia aspiration, cor pulmonale, right-sided heart failure, pedal edema, protein-calorie malnutrition, chronic cough, chronic shortness of breath, and chronic wheezing. The patient’s progressive decline is consistent with weight loss of 7 pounds, increased shortness of breath as I mentioned, decreased appetite leading to protein-calorie malnutrition, taking his breathing treatments now every two to three hours. He lives in a personal care home, which requires 24-hour supervision for his total ADL dependence and bowel and bladder incontinence. He has a KPS score of 40%. He is at fall risk. He is getting up very little at this time. He is sleeping about 16-18 hours a day now, otherwise lying in bed because of his severe weakness. He also requires around-the-clock pain medication to keep him comfortable and anxiolytics to keep his anxiety under control. The patient continues to decline and remains hospice appropriate, hence will be certified for hospice care at this time.
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